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On the occasion of September 8, 2011, 
While sitting in the House Chamber along with All Cabinet Secretaries’, 
The Supreme Court Justices and 

The Members of the House and Senate 
for 

President Barack Obama’s introduction of the

AMERICAN JOBS ACT

“The primary goal of affordable housing is to lower the monthly housing costs for low- and moderate- income families. But research shows that affordable housing development also drives local economic growth.” 
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By:  Jacqueline Carlisle, Executive Director NID-HCA  
Sitting in the gallery of the House of Representatives was a historic opportunity and it presented an eagle-eye view of this Presidents’ leadership. I witnessed a wide range of support, for instance, even as the media depicted a rift between the first Black President and the Congressional Black Caucus, I saw one Black Caucus member sensitively pat President Obama on the back in the receiving line as she whispered “We’ve got your back!”  
I interpreted her comment to mean, we will stand behind you as you do what’s right for our communities.
President Obama walked in resolved, pleasant and prepared to deliver a speech to incite confidence and dismantle opposition.
I was seated four sections to the left of First Lady, Michelle Obama and was engulfed by the warmth extended to her by all those in attendance; an encouragement which was nearly equal to that offered to the President.   
The President entered the room to a standing ovation and prolonged applause. 
He looked a bit fatigued yet he displayed a quiet resilience and a strong determination. My lingering image of The President’s entrance was nearly metaphoric; he was like a prize fighter, who leans against the ropes of the ring just before the battle begins and as he leans, he prepares to win. 
“We should have no more regulation than the health, safety and security of the American people require. Every rule should meet that common-sense test.”    
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President Obama’s comments addressed bi-partisan concerns. He spoke about issues faced by all of America’s political parties. As he spoke, he received rousing applause and was the recipient of many occasions of spontaneous standing support. I was constantly on my feet, even when I was the only person in the section who stood. I stood not only because I agree with the tenure and content of his speech, but more importantly because I believe in his passion for change.  But the President’s change requires our constant and continuous support and assistance.  
“Ultimately, our recovery will be driven not by Washington, but by our businesses and our workers. But we can help.”

He spoke eloquently about: reducing unnecessary regulation, hiring preferences for veterans, extending unemployment benefits, creating hiring incentives for employers, forging employment opportunities for teachers, construction workers and first responders. He described his mortgage refinance program, and some of the advancements his cabinet will roll out in order to increase educational opportunities for all Americans. 

“The American Jobs Act will repair and modernize at least 35,000 schools.  It will put people to work right now fixing roofs and windows, installing science labs and high-speed Internet in classrooms all across this country. It will rehabilitate homes and businesses in communities hit hardest by foreclosures.  It will jumpstart thousands of transportation projects all across the country.” 
President Obama was emphatic that it is through innovativeness that America will become a leader again! Innovation in manufacturing and technology, innovation in rebuilding blighted communities and in rebuilding the infrastructures that deteriorate when communities become blighted. 
“We’re cutting the red tape that prevents some of these projects from getting started as quickly as possible. And we’ll set up an independent fund to attract private dollars and issue loans based on two criteria: how badly a construction project is needed and how much good it will do for the economy.” 
President Obama talked about our eroding schools and how outrageous it is that our highways are clogged with traffic, our transportation system is decaying and our skies are the most congested in the world. Furthermore, he pointed out that it was by building a world-class transportation system that America became an economic superpower.

“And on all of our efforts to strengthen competitiveness, we need to look for ways to work side by side with America’s businesses. That’s why I’ve brought together a Jobs Council of leaders from different industries who are developing a wide range of new ideas to help companies grow and create jobs.” 

This President understands the economic need for real tax cuts for America’s small businesses. 
“My administration can and will take some steps to improve our competitiveness on our own.  For example, if you’re a small business owner who has a contract with the federal government, we’re going to make sure you get paid a lot faster than you do right now.  We’re also planning to cut away the red tape that prevents too many rapidly growing startup companies from raising capital and going public.” 
Although the President did not address “housing solutions” specifically – other than mortgage refinancing and the importance of housing rehabilitation- he of course addressed it generally, by creating allowances for job creation driven by housing. NID-HCA has and will continue to play a pivotal role in this. NID-HCA is in a unique position to leverage the jobs in the American Jobs Act to support our overall community and socio-economic mission. For instance The President says:

“… to help responsible homeowners, we’re going to work with federal housing agencies to help more people refinance their mortgages at interest rates that are now near 4 percent. 
That’s a step -- 
The American Jobs Act supports the goals of NID-HCA and the NID-HCA premise which is to take a leading role in the current housing recovery mission. We will not merely provide foreclosure prevention assistance which is something we have done more successfully than any other agency. Rather now we must begin to move toward rebuilding communities and small businesses.  We will do this by investing in the purchase and disposition of REO assets in specifically targeted areas across the county. We will utilize qualified minority professionals to provide the services needed to acquire, rehabilitate, manage, and provide market education to potential renters and homebuyers. We will dispose of these assets in order to begin to stabilize America’s communities. 
“This is the American Jobs Act. It will lead to new jobs for construction workers, for teachers, for veterans, for first responders, young people and the long-term unemployed. It will provide tax credits to companies that hire new workers, tax relief to small business owners, and tax cuts for the middle class” 
More than the weather threatened a brewing storm in Washington, DC on this warm September evening.  But President Obama’s speech succeeded in presenting arguments that will be difficult for his opponents to argue with. But if they do, the President eloquently stated, with a challenging glare, that he intends “to take this message to every corner of this county.” President Obama knows what must be said, he knows what lies ahead.
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I left this spectacular and humbling opportunity feeling an enhanced sense of pride, induced not only by the President’s words but by the conviction in which he and the First Lady expressed their sentiments of being tired of the Washington games and will not be held hostage by political bantering. The President acknowledged the growing distinction between those involved in political in-fighting and the American public:  

“The next election is 14 months away. And the people who sent us here- the people who hired us to work for them – they don’t have the luxury of waiting 14 months. (Applause) Some of them are living week to week, paycheck to paycheck, even day to day. They need help, and they need it now.”

What I felt was not only my personal sense of pride in the great but imperfect institution of the United States Government but, also, our collective pride. By being in a room with the most powerful person in the Free World and hearing him speak, unreserved, about the lack of parity in our system for me, the integrity of the President’s office has become more compelling than the awesome power of the office.  What I feel, here is the result of hearing The President give voice to those without lobbying power, everyday Americans… doing what’s right because it’s right, not because it’s the right thing to say.  
What Obama said and what I heard, mirrors what we all know – without jobs, housing suffers, without affordable housing, jobs suffer. This premise is a basis for optimism. And because the facts cannot be disputed, NID-HCA has its marching orders.

We are working closely with HUD, the VA and The White House Office of Housing Policy to continue to share our ideals. Now, it appears, the agencies will be forced to listen because they heard the same speech we all did… small business is the engine that will revive our communities.

We stand ready to engage our network in the opportunities we know President Obama’s American Jobs Act will address. This phase is about more than doing a great job – NID-HCA is uniquely positioned to begin real community building.

I extend a heart-felt thank you to Congresswoman Barbara Lee, and Ray Carlisle, Sr. my father and President of NID-HCA, as they provided me with the ticket to attend.
� Evidence in Brief by Keith Wardrip, Laura Williams, and Suzanne Hague 1/1/2011
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